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Lesson 2: Countries and Medal Counts

Description
Focus is on students learning about the number of 
countries historically participating in the Olympics, the 
number of athletes representing each country, and 
the number of gold, silver, and bronze medals earned 
by each country.

California Standards
Mathematics
6.NS Apply and extend previous understandings of 
numbers to the system of rational numbers.

Physical Education
4.5.4 Respond to winning and losing with dignity and 
respect.

History & Social Science
Students use map and globe skills to determine the 
absolute locations of places and
interpret information available through a map’s or 
globe’s legend, scale, and symbolic
representations.

Materials
Flags of the World: https://www.cia.gov/library/
publications/the-world-factbook/docs/flagsoftheworld.
html

Key Concepts
Flags, per capita, world geography

Assessment Questions
1. How many medals are awarded in each event? 

Answer: Three
2. Which medal is awarded for which place? 

Answer: 1st = gold, 2nd = silver, 3rd = bronze
3. What materials are Olympic medals made of? 

Answer: gold, silver, and bronze
4. For team events, does every member of the team 

get a medal? 
Answer: Yes

5. Which country has won the most medals? 
Answer: United States

Procedure for Classroom Activity
1. Distribute the assessment questions provided
2. Show videos  

Video of how Olympic medals are made: 
https://youtu.be/7RbEHigskZ0 
Video of gold medal moment (gymnastics): 
https://youtu.be/TU1jDDJe0tQ

3. Define key concepts: world geography, per capita 
(per person, which will be used to calculate 
how many medals each country has earned per 
person)

4. Visit: http://www.medalspercapita.com to answer 
the questions provided in the worksheet 
Q1: How many countries have competed in the 
Olympic games? 
A1: On the left hand side of the webpage, select 
“All Games” from the drop down box. Scroll to the 
bottom. Answer is 142 countries. 
Q2: What are the top 5 countries in the world by 
population? 
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A2: With “All Games” selected in the drop down 
menu, click on the “Population” link in the list 
below. Answer is China, India, United States, 
Soviet Union, and Indonesia. Find these 
countries on the map. 
Q3: What are the top 5 countries in terms of total 
medals won in the summer Olympics? 
A3: From the drop down menu, select “All Summer 
Games.” In the menu below it click on “Total 
Medals.” Answer is United States, Soviet Union, 
Great Britain, Germany, France. 
Q4: What are the top 5 countries in terms of total 
medals won in the winter Olympics? 
A4: From the drop down menu, select “All Winter 
Games.” In the menu below it click on “Total 
Medals.” Answer is Norway, United States, 
Germany, Austria, Canada. 
Q5: What does per capita mean? 
A5: Per person. 
Q6: Which country has won the most summer 
Olympic medals per capita? 
A6: From the drop down menu, select “All Summer 
Games.” In the menu below it click on “Total 
Medals Per Capita.” Answer is Finland. Find 
Finland on the map. 
Q7: Which country has won the most winter 
Olympic medals per capita? 
A7: From the drop down menu, select “All Winter 
Games.” In the menu below it click on “Total 
Medals Per Capita.” Answer is Liechtenstein. 
Find Liechtenstein on the map. 

5. Use the map provided to find some of the 
countries mentioned. Ask students to identify 
countries where they have family or countries they 
have visited/would like to visit.

6. Go to: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/
the-world-factbook/docs/flagsoftheworld.html

7. Help students match the flags of the countries 
listed in the word bank (on the bottom of the 
page). Answers:

Jamaica

South Korea

Israel

Somalia

United States

Finland

Germany

China

Thailand

Philippines

Iran

Saudi Arabia

Brazil

Russia

Mexico

Columbia

El Salvador

Venezuela

Canada

India
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Procedure for Athletic Activity
1. The numbers game involves teams of 10 students. It is ideally played with 20 students. Teams of 10 

students line up shoulder to shoulder. Each student is given one of the 0-9 cards to hold. That becomes 
their number for this game.

2. In advance, set up two soccer balls in front of a goal. Both of them the same distance from the goal.
3. The teacher will yell out a math problem such as “what is 2 plus 2?” Since the answer is 4, the person on 

each team holding the number 4 will need need to run towards the soccer ball, kick it, and score before the 
other team does.

4. This is a test of both speed and accuracy since only the player holding the number with the correct answer 
is eligible to kick the ball. 
Tip: only math problems with single-digit answers make sense for lower grade levels. 
Tip: To increase difficulty, provide math problems that result in two-digit answers (although digits must 
be different from each other since there is only one of each number in each team). In these cases, both 
students holding the numbers that make up the correct answer must run and kick the ball into the goal. 
Example: 7 + 10 = 17 (the students holding the numbers 1 and 7 must both run to kick the soccer ball 
 
Examples: 
2 + 2 = 4 
3 + 5 = 8 
9 / 3 = 3 
50 / 10 = 5 
1,000 / 1,000 = 1 
2,000,000 / 1,000,000 = 2 
6 / 1 = 6 
10 - 3 = 7 
11 + 12 = 23 
50 - 3 = 47
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Worksheet 2 - Countries and Medals

Visit: http://www.medalspercapita.com/ and answer the following questions:

1. How many countries have competed in the Olympic games? 
 

2. What are the top 5 countries in the world by population? Write down the number for each of the top 5 
countries and list them from largest to smallest. 
 

3. What are the top 5 countries in terms of total medals won in the summer Olympics? 
 

4. What are the top 5 countries in terms of total medals won in the winter Olympics? 
 

5. What does per capita mean? 
 

6. Which country has won the most summer Olympic medals per capita? 
 

7. Which country has won the most winter Olympic medals per capita?
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______________

______________

______________ ______________ ______________ ______________ ______________

______________________________________________________________________

______________ ______________ ______________ ______________

______________ ______________ ______________ ______________

Identify which flag belongs to which country:

Word Bank
Brazil  Canada  China  Colombia  El Salvador 
Finland  Germany  India  Iran   Israel  
Jamaica Mexico   Philippines Russia   Saudi Arabia
Somalia South Korea  Thailand United States  Venezuela

Resource: Flags of the World https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/flagsoftheworld.html
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Worksheet 2 - Countries and Medals

Design your own Olympic medal and ribbon.

Examples available at: https://www.olympic.org/olympic-medals


